
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 09 July 2014 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman) 

A Murray

R Curnow
(Vice Chairman)
Miss P Oates

P Ferris 



R Wright
Cornwall Councillor W Sanger, PCSO Berry and two members of the public were also in attendance.

1.
Apologies

None.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

Councillor R Curnow declared a personal interest in item 7 (c) (i) Pre-application Enquiry – Land to the South of Simon’s Gate – Local needs and open market development.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

The Chairman wished to pay respects to Margaret Richards, who had sadly passed away recently.  Margaret had served on the Parish Council for many years, and was an active supporter of the village.  She would be missed by many people.
4.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor Miss P Oates, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Wednesday 4 June 2014 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
5.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

None.
6. 
Reports

(a)
Police Report

PCSO Berry read the police report for May and June, as attached to these minutes.  She highlighted the recent scam circulating which was targeting the bank accounts of elderly people.
(b)
Report from Cury School

No report had been received.
(c)
Report from Cornwall Councillor W Sanger
Councillor Sanger advised the meeting that Cornwall Council had received £49 million from Central Government.  Part of this funding would create 4000 jobs and 600 homes, and the Local Enterprise Partnership for Cornwall would handle the distribution of the money.
Budget setting was underway at County Hall.  Councillors were scrutinizing services and looking at ways money could be saved.  It was thought that Adult Social Care would be hit the hardest.  The subject of cemeteries was raised as an example of a service that could be cut.  Presently, most rural Parish Councils ran cemeteries, but urban cemeteries were run by Cornwall Council.  It was thought that all Town and Parishes should be responsible for the running of the cemeteries.

Councillor Sanger had mentioned to all of his Parishes that Cury were thinking of starting a joint Neighbourhood Plan that would cover the Lizard Peninsula.  Although his other Councils were not keen to commit to a Plan, he thought that they would send representatives to a meeting is Cury were to organise one.

Councillor Sanger gave his apologies for the September meeting.

7. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
(i) 
PA14/05687 - Mr & Mrs R Gibbons – Boslowen, Nantithet - Proposed loft extension and alterations with the inclusion of a Juliet balcony on the west elevation

The Agent and the Applicant attended the meeting and gave an outline of the application.  The Agent advised the Councillors that the Applicant intended to raise the ridge height by about 4ft to allow for the bedrooms to be situated on the first floor, which would then allow an increased living space on the ground floor for their growing family.

It was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to support the application.

(ii)
PA14/04390 – Dr M Cook - Penvearne Barns, Penvearne Farm - Conversion of barn to form two dwellings, comprising a main residence and ancillary annex

It was proposed by Councillor P Ferris, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to support the application.
(b)
Planning Decisions

The Chairman advised the meeting of the Planning Decisions made by Cornwall Council:-

(i)
PA14/01524 - Mr & Mrs P Matthews - Nanfan Farm, Churchtown - Partial demolition, partial re-construction, minor extensions and change of use of existing redundant former agricultural barns to form five dwellings, diversion of footpath 208/10, construction of detached bat house, construction of a detached double domestic garage and installation of a domestic packaged sewage treatment plant – Approved
(ii) 
PA14/04032 - Mr R Curnow - Nanfan Farm, Churchtown - Formation of an agricultural shed - Approved

(c) 
Planning correspondence

(i)
Pre-application Enquiry – Land to the South of Simon’s Gate – Local needs and open market development

Mr Bray of Westlink Design the owners of the plot between Sweep House and 10 Gweal Wollas Fields, attended the meeting to outline their joint venture with Messrs. Curnow.  Mr Bray had submitted a pre application enquiry to Cornwall Council, and had copied the documents to the Parish Council for their comments.
The existing site had planning permission for four local needs flats, which Mr Bray alleged had proven difficult to find buyers for and that the Housing Associations did not require.  The pre application proposed to utilize some land South of Simons Gate for the a scheme which included open market housing and local needs housing.  Two houses would be built of the existing plot, and six more on the field site; half would be for sale as local needs housing, and the other half for sale as open market dwellings.  All would be three bedroom houses.

Councillor R Curnow left the room following the conclusion of Mr Bray’s introduction.

It was noted that a Housing Needs Survey had been conducted in 2010 which showed a need for four flats in the Parish.  A local needs house was currently for sale in the village, and had been for over 8 months.  This dwelling could now be purchased by someone with a link to the adjoining parishes, and after 12 months could be purchased by someone with a link to the Kerrier area.  Ten further open market houses were also for sale in the village at the current time.
Cornwall Councillor W Sanger advised the meeting that Cornwall Council preferred to support local needs schemes that provided affordable rentable housing.  Mr Bray suggested that an affordable rentable scheme could be provided instead, as Housing Associations preferred to purchase houses rather than flats.

It was also noted that the access road to the estate was not wide enough to accommodate two lanes of traffic, which necessitated reversing onto the main road.

It was felt that the Council’s thoughts on additional housing for the village had not changed since last July, when a similar scheme had been submitted by the same applicants.

Mr Bray left the meeting, and Councillor R Curnow returned to the room.

(ii)
To discuss the meeting with Chloe Pitt, Neighbourhood Planning Officer on Tuesday 22 July 2014 at 7.30pm

The Clerk advised the meeting that the above meeting had been arranged.  If the Parish Council decided to continue with the formation of a Neighbourhood Plan following that meeting, a Lizard wide meeting would take place in September in the Village Hall, to which all Parish Councils on the Lizard would be invited to attend.
8. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
The RoSPA report had been circulated by the Clerk, and was discussed in detail.  Unfortunately, since the inspection had taken place, the rocker horse had broken off at ground level, and was irreparable.  The junior swings required work to be undertaken on the legs as they were rotting.  The Clerk had obtained a quote for replacing the legs, and for replacing the entire frame, from the company that had replaced the fence.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to instruct Tresidder Fencing to replace the entire frame structure.
The Clerk was also asked to obtain a quote for replacing the upright post on the steps to the slide/climbing frame.  It was proposed by Councillor P Oates, seconded by Councillor R Wright and RESOLVED to delegate this decision to the Clerk with a budget of £200.00.
It was noted that the Council was disappointed with the refurbishment works undertaken by PJ Developments last year.

The Clerk was asked to request that the Cormac hedge trimmer cut the inside of the playing field and the allotments hedge.

(b)
Highways
Following the discussion that took place at the last Meeting, the Clerk had contacted the Highways Department at Cornwall Council regarding the speed limit at Nantithet.  As was expected, the speed limit would not be reduced in the near future as it was not thought that there was a serious problem with speeding and accidents did not occur as frequently as in other places in Cornwall.  All correspondence between the residents, the Parish Council and Cornwall Council had been circulated to everyone involved.  It was thought that the signage on the approach to Nantithet should show that there was an ‘S’ bend ahead, not just a corner.  The Clerk would send the request to change the signage through to Cornwall Council’s Highways Department.

(c)
Public Rights of Way 
Some comments had been received about the footpaths around headlands not being cut.  The Clerk, Councillor Miss P Oates and the Footpath Contractor had explained the cutting regime to the complainant. 
(d) 
Public Open Spaces
A letter had been received from the family of the late Councillor Mrs Margaret Richards.  They were requesting that a bench be placed under the large tree at the end of the row in which Mrs Richards had been buried.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to allow a bench to be placed in their desired location.  The family would be made aware that the installation and upkeep of the bench was their ongoing responsibility, and that if it fell into an unsafe condition and was not repaired, it would be removed.  It was also noted that the Parish Council could not guarantee that the tree would remain forever.
(e)
Emergency Plan

The Chairman congratulated Councillor R Wright on the successful launch event held in June.  The Plan would be reviewed again in March 2015.
9. 
Parish Council Vacancy
Following the sudden passing of Councillor Mrs Margaret Richards, there was now a vacancy on the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Elections Office at Cornwall Council to start the election procedure.
10.
Financial Matters 

(a) 
To receive the completed Audit Report for 2013/14

The completed Audit was received by the Meeting, and it was noted that there were no comments from the Auditor.
(b)
To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor A Murray, seconded by Councillor P Ferris and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(c)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

No requests were received.
(d)
Other matters

None.
11.
Correspondence

(i)
Dean Quarry
A company was hoping to apply for planning permission to extract stone and create a new pontoon to harbour boats at Dean Quarry, St Keverne.  An open day would be held at St Keverne Parish Hall on Wednesday 23 July from 11am to 8pm.

(ii)
Helston Town Council
A letter had been received from Helston Town Council regarding car parking charges on Bank Holidays.  The Council agreed not to respond to the letter.
12. 
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting 

No issues were put forward.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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