
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 08 January 2020 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman) 


B Lugg
(Vice Chairman)
Miss P Oates

S Sugrue

R Wright

Clerk – Mrs S Folds

Two members of the public were also present at the meeting.

1.
Apologies

Apologies were submitted from Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand.
2.
Election of a Vice Chairman

Following the resignation of Reuben Curnow, the vacancy of Vice Chairman had arisen.  It was proposed by Councillor S Sugrue, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to appoint Councillor B Lugg as the Vice Chairman.
3.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
4.
Chairman’s Comments

The Chairman stated that the last meeting was very disappointing.  He advised everyone that the reason Councillors were required to leave the meeting when they had declared an interest in an item, was so the remaining Councillors could have a full and frank discussion.  The outcome of that discussion and the vote was the final decision of the Council.  Gossiping about who said what was not necessary, and could prevent Councillors from making sound decisions.  Councillors must treat each other with respect.  Councillor B Lugg apologised for leaving the meeting in the way he did.
5.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13 November 2019 be amended at item 8g to read “The Clerk had submitted an Expression of Interest to the Community Network Panel for the extension of the speed limit from White Cross to include Nantithet to be considered during the next round of funding”.  The minutes were then approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
6.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

None.
7.
Reports

(a)
Report from Cury School

The Clerk read the report to the meeting, as attached to these minutes.
(b)
Report from Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand
Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand had submitted his apologies to the meeting.
Councillor R Wright asked the Clerk to make contact with Councillor J Rand in relation to the email sent concerning the proposed music event in the summer, with which the Parish Council had objected to due to the loud noise levels heard until 5am at the last event.

(c)
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel

There was no update given on this matter.
8. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
No planning applications had been received from Cornwall Council.
(b)
Planning Decisions

(i) PA19/08364 - Mrs West - Chez L'ouest - Variation of condition 4 in relation to Application Reference No. PA18/05313 dated 21.09.2018 for Proposed New Dwelling with integrated annexe and retention of temporary caravan during building works to allow the caravan to be retained for a further 12 months – Refused
The Clerk was asked to email the Head of the Planning Service (cc’d to Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand) to ascertain what steps were being taken to have the caravan removed from the site, which had been there illegally since 21 September 2019.  If no response had been received within two weeks, the Clerk was requested to contact the Portfolio Holder.

(ii)
PA19/03775 – Nanfan Farm, Churchtown, Cury – Mr J Slade – Appeal Allowed
(c) 
Planning Correspondence
None.
9. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
The Clerk had asked the National Association for Local Councils for their advise on charging for the use of the playing field by third parties.  They had written back stating that charging for occasional use to raise income for the upkeep of the playing field would be allowed, but that anything permanent, would not.
The Chairman had yet to do any research into fruit trees for the playing field.
(b)
Highways
The Clerk had organised a site meeting at Nantithet on Tuesday 14 January 2020 at 2pm to discuss the drainage issues on the hill with the Technical Manager at Cormac.  Everyone was welcome to attend.
The Portfolio Holder for Transport had responded to Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand stating that the gritting route would not be extended through Cury.

The Chairman had been contacted by the owner of Treaze Farm in relation to the speed of traffic passing through ‘S’ bends close to his property on the A3083.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department to request a ‘Concealed Entrance’ sign be erected.

(c)
Public Rights of Way 
No issues were raised.
(d) 
Public Open Spaces
Councillor B Lugg advised the meeting that he had contacted Wearne’s the Monumental Masons and had been advised that the granite stone would be chosen in the near future and drawings would be sent to him with the proposed wording.
The tree located between the cemetery and the allotments had been tended to by the Tree Surgeon.  He spoke to the allotment holder while onsite about not hacking branches off the tree in the future as that was affecting the stability of the tree.
(e)
Emergency Plan

Councillor R Wright advised the meeting that the next First Aid Training session would take place on Friday 17 January 2020 at 7pm.  Everyone was welcome.
Once the fresh Electoral Register had been received, he would make contact with new households in the Parish.

(f)
Speed Limits
The Clerk had submitted an Expression of Interest to the Community Network Panel for the extension of the speed limit from White Cross through Nantithet to be considered during the next round of funding on 22 April 2020.
10.
Vacancy on the Parish Council
Following the resignation of Reuben Curnow, there was a vacancy on the Parish Council.  The Clerk had already contacted the Elections Department at Cornwall Council and the vacancy had been advertised.  No one had requested an election to fill the vacancy, so the Parish Council was able to fill the position by co-option.  The Clerk would advertise the casual vacancy in due course and all interested parties would be invited to attend the March meeting of the Parish Council.
11.
Precept Demand

A lengthy discussion took place regarding the figures that had been prepared and circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting.
It was agreed that the precept demand needed to be increased substantially.  The Council had not increased the precept for many years and it was evident that the play equipment would need to be repaired over the next few years, for which the Parish Council did not have the funding.

It was proposed by Councillor B Lugg, seconded by Councillor R Wright and RESOLVED to increase the precept by 40% from £8,188.50 to £11,463.90 which would bring an additional £3,275.40 to the Parish Council and would increase the amount paid by a Band D Household from £48.67 to £67.86 per year.
12.
Financial Matters 
(a) 

To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor B Lugg, seconded by Councillor S Sugrue, and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(b)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

An email had been received from Cruse Bereavement Care.  It was agreed not to grant any money to this orginisation at the current time.
(c)
Other matters

None.
13.
Correspondence

The Clerk had been made aware of the Post Office service, held in the Village Hall on a Thursday morning, had ceased.  She was asked to contact the Post Office requesting that the service be resumed.
14.
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 11 March 2020
· Co-option of a new Councillor
· Dark Skies report – Councillor Miss P Oates

· Village Hall Centenary – Councillor Miss P Oates

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:48pm.
Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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