
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 13 September 2017 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman)

R Curnow
(Vice Chairman) 

K Lightfoot

B Lugg




S Sugrue

R Wright

Clerk – Mrs S Folds

Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand and seven members of the public were also present at the meeting.

1.
Apologies

Councillor Miss P Oates had submitted her apologies to the meeting.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

The Chairman thanked Councillors for allowing the Clerk some time following the passing of her father-in-law.  The Clerk was very grateful for their support.
Councillor Miss P Oates had asked the Clerk to thank the Chairman for his excellent presentation of prizes at the Village Show on Saturday.  She felt that he set just the right tone, entering into the spirit of the occasion, and it was much enjoyed and appreciated by all.
4.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor S  Sugrue, seconded by Councillor K Lightfoot and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 July 2017 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
5.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

Councillor R Wright asked whether dangerous driving would be an item on the next Community Network Panel (CNP) meeting agenda.  The Clerk had asked the CNP Manager to place the item on the agenda, as had the Clerk to Landewednack Parish Council.
Councillor R Wright asked whether a response had been received from the Boundary Commission following the submission of the Council’s comments on the proposed Electoral Review for Cornwall.  The Clerk stated that she would not expect an individual reply to the consultation but very much hoped that the views of the Parish Council would be included in the final report.  An acknowledgment email had been received.

Following previous complaints regarding the overhanging hedge at Roskellan House, Mainlay, the Highways Safety Officer did not feel that there was a danger posed by the bush.  The Clerk had written directly to the owner of the property who had promptly cut back the bush.  However, Councillor K Lightfoot felt that the bush should be cut back further.  Other Councillors were pleased with the work undertaken by the owner of the property.  The Clerk would contact the Highways Officer again.

6.
Reports

(a)
Report from Cury School

The Clerk had circulated the report from the School to the Councillors, as attached to these minutes.

(b)
Report from Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand
Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand advised the meeting that there had been a lengthy debate at Cornwall Council regarding the proposed reduction in the number of Councillors by the Boundary Commission.  The full debate could be viewed via a webcast on the Cornwall Council website.  Following the publishing of the decision by the Boundary Commission in mid-September, they would visit Cornwall and meet with the Council and other organisations to discuss their findings.  CALC were holding a conference to discuss how the changes will affect Parish and Town Councils.
Councillor J Rand had met with the Neighbourhood Planning Officer to discuss the possibility of having a Lizard wide template to enable an easier way of working towards a Neighbourhood Plan.  He felt that Parish Councils were not being listened to at Cornwall Council and that the Planning Committee was fearful of refusing planning applications due to the costs involved in an appeal.  Further information would be forthcoming, possibly via the Community Network Panel.

The Chairman thanked Councillor J Rand for his efforts on behalf of the Parish Council.
(c)
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel

No meetings had been held since the last Parish Council meeting.
7. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
The two planning applications relating to Bonython Estate were closely linked and were discussed before a vote was taken.  The Chairman welcomed Melvyn McKeown, a representative of REG Windpower.  Mr McKeown circulated a document to the meeting outlining the reasons for the following two planning applications.  His company was looking to extend the permitted operating life for the wind farm and the solar farm due to the equipment on site being able to operate for a longer period than initially expected.  REG Windpower stated that so much more electricity could be generated from the renewable energy sources by extending the operating life of the structures already on site.  Mr McKeown outlined some of the organisations that had benefitted from the Community Benefit Fund within the TR12 postcode area.  The solar farm had provided solar panels for many of the schools in the area at the outset and did not contribute to the Community Benefit Fund.

Councillor R Wright stated that the proposals were at odds to the recently adopted Renewable Energy Policy published by Cornwall Council.  He stated that a solar farm of this size would not be allowed in the Area of Outstanding Beauty if an application was made at this point in time.  Councillor R Wright stated that Cury Parish Council had originally supported the installation of the solar farm, ‘but only if the structures were removed after 25 years and the land restored to its present condition’.  He felt that the Parish Council should not support an extension of time.  

Other Councillors felt that this was not a new application and that it made sense to prolong the operating period of the existing structures as long as they were removed at the end of their operating life and the ground restored to its original state.

(i) PA17/06166 – REG Windpower - Bonython Estate – Variation of condition 14 in respect of decision PA11/00559 to extend the permitted operating life of the solar farm from 25 to 35 years (10 year extension)
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor S Sugrue and RESOLVED to support the application.  The proposal received five votes in favour.

Councillor R Wright voted against the proposal.

(ii) PA17/06172 – REG Windpower - Bonython Estate – Variation of condition 2 of decision PA08/01519/FD to extend the permitted operating life of the wind farm from 25 to 30 years (5 year extension)
It was proposed by Councillor S Sugrue, seconded by Councillor K Lightfoot and RESOLVED to support the application.  The proposal received four votes in favour.

Councillors R Curnow and R Wright abstained from the vote.

(b)
Planning Decisions

The Chairman read out the following decision notice received from Cornwall Council:-

PA17/04805 – Mrs E West – Chez L’Ouest, Cury – Proposed new dwelling – Withdrawn
The Clerk advised the meeting that she had made contact with the Planning Enforcement Officer and Planning Officer since the application had been withdrawn.  No new application had been made and the Clerk had requested that the Planning Enforcement Officer take action against the illegal siting of the caravan on the site.  Residents of the Parish in attendance at the meeting wanted action taken in the very near future.  They were fearful of the illegally sited caravan gaining immunity against enforcement action.
Three members of the public then left the meeting.
(c) 
Planning Correspondence
None.

8. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Speed limits

Councillor S Sugrue asked Cornwall Councillor J Rand to get involved in the installation of a speed limit at Nantithet.  He stated that due to the guidance issued by the Department if Transport, Cornwall Council must install a speed limit at that location.  Councillor S Sugrue would now contact Derek Thomas MP once again asking for a reply to the previous letter.  Once that reply had been received, Councillor S Sugrue would then contact Cornwall Council once again.  He would also chase Councillor J Rand for a reply to previous correspondence.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Secretary of State for Transport asking if the Department of Transport expected County Highways Authorities to follow the guidance set out in the Department for Transport Circular 01/2013?  If so, to what extent?  It was very much hoped that progress would be made before the next meeting.
Two members of the public then left the meeting.

(b)
Playing Field
All of the work required to be undertaken to the play equipment following the RoSPA Report had now been completed, thanks to Councillor R Wright for his efforts in project managing this.   The Chairman was reminded to remove the old goal posts.  It was decided to hold a site meeting on Saturday 21 October 2017 at 9am to have a look at the play equipment and to decide which pieces of equipment needed replacing over the next few years, and approximately when.  Councillor K Lightfoot would find out whether funding was available from Coastline Housing.
The Clerk had been contacted by the manager of Helston Football Club who wished to hold training sessions for his youth teams on the Cury Football pitch.  It was agreed that they could do that, and Councillor B Lugg would liaise with Mr Massey directly.
Councillor R Wright had obtained a quote for the painting of the exterior of the changing rooms (£466.00).  It was agreed to instruct Mr Tripp to undertake the work as soon as possible, although it was noted that he was very busy and that winter was fast approaching.  The Clerk would request a fortnight’s notice before work commenced so that the area could be strimmed to allow access.

(c)
Highways
Complaints were raised about the Cormac Hedgtrimmer hitting signs in and around the village.  The Clerk would pass comment to the Highways Department.
The Network Manager for the West had contacted the Clerk with a view to moving the Helston/Lizard/St Keverne sign situated on the offside after the junction at White Cross.  Allegedly, it was either missed or spotted too late to act by drivers travelling from Poldhu back to the southern end of the peninsula.  Helston was signed in both directions on adjacent signs.  He wished to move the sign to the village green side and to blank out ‘Helston 5’ on the sign.  Councillors saw no reason to spend money on this and the Clerk had replied accordingly, instead proposing that the money be spent on the old fingerpost at Cury Cross Lanes.
Speeding remained an issue in the village and it was suggested that the Police be invited to undertake spot checks.  This would be raised at the next Community Panel Meeting and Councillor S Sugrue asked for examples of dangerous driving via email.

It was noted that the drains outside of the school and at Windy Ridge were blocked.  There was also a build up of silt in and around the speed build outs at either end of the village.  The Clerk would contact Highways.
(d)
Public Rights of Way 
It was noted that Footpath 6 – Sowanna Farm to Gunwalloe was closed due to the board walk being replaced.
(e) 
Public Open Spaces
There had been a burial in the cemetery since the last meeting.
(f)
Emergency Plan

Councillor R Wright and another volunteer from the Emergency Plan had attended the Rest Centre training at Cornwall Council, which provided valuable information.
The Emergency Plan Test Event would take place on Friday 29 September 2017.  Invitations would be sent out in the very near future to all of the Plan volunteers.
(g)
Projects for funding in the Village
None at the current time.
9.
Frequency of Meetings

This item was placed on the agenda by mistake.
10.
Financial Matters 
(a) 

To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor K Lightfoot, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(b)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

A letter had been received from the Mullion Health Voluntary Car Service.  Councillors felt that transport to medical appointments was a vital service in rural communities such as Cury.  However, it was thought that Age UK already provided that service via TAP.  The Clerk was asked to obtain further information from the organisation before discussing the item again in November.
(c)
Other matters

The Clerk had contacted Lloyds regarding the amended mandate.  They had lost the form and had sent a fresh one for completion and signing.
12.
Correspondence

None.
13.
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 08 November 2017
None.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.13pm.
Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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