
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 November 2020 at 7.30pm virtually via Microsoft Teams
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman) 


N Harris

Miss P Oates

Mrs L Richards

S Sugrue

R Wright

Clerk – Mrs S Folds

Three members of the public were present at the meeting.

1.
Apologies

Councillor B Lugg sent his apologies to the meeting.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

The Chairman advised that he had spoken to the new Head Teacher at Cury C of E School.  Mrs Sarah French had been appointed as the Head Teacher following Mrs Wandless leaving.  The reason for Mrs Wandless’ departure was due to the financial implications of having an Executive Head Teacher at Cury School.  Mrs French already taught at the school, and now devotes her afternoons to the Head Teacher role, therefore saving the school money.  Pupil numbers are down to 20 pupils on the school roll.  There were much speculation as to why school numbers were dropping; some larger families had moved their children and no new affordable housing had been built in many years.  However, it was agreed that the Parish Council has a fundamental interest in the future of the School and Councillor R Wright suggested that a letter was sent to every household stating the current situation.  It was agreed that everyone should be actively promoting the school.  The school has wonderful facilities and great staff and is an asset to the village.  It was thought that any pupils applying to Garras School (which is full) would be sign posted towards Cury as Mrs Wandless is the Executive Head at Garras.  Councillor Miss P Oates was asked to liaise with the school to ascertain what the Parish could do to help the situation.  Councillors were asked to filter any comment or questions through Councillor Miss P Oates instead of going directly to the school.
4.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor S Sugrue and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 09 September 2020 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
Councillor Miss P Oates requested that the Highways Manager be asked to look into the possibility of ‘Children at Play’ signs at White Cross again.

5.
Planning
The following planning application had been received after the agenda had been published.  The Chairman agreed to allow the application to be discussed:-

PA20/09567 - Gweal Wollas – Proposed extensions to house and formation of detached garage with store above

A close neighbour attended the meeting and gave an outline of the application.  He objected to the application for the following reasons:-
· Very large extension, 50% larger than the existing property;

· Garage will be highly visible as it is 1½ storey;

· Cladding to the existing building is not inkeeping with the surrounding properties;

· Not a subservient structure

· The proposed extension is in very close proximity to Footpath 4 and Sweeps House.  Five habitable rooms in Sweeps House will be impacted with a loss of light due to the proximity of the extension.  There will be a loss of amenity and an overbearing appearance;
· The proposal should include the provision for a footpath along the northern border to allow the safe passage of pedestrians;

· An extension of this size will undoubtedly increase the price of the house and therefore make the property too expensive for many local families;

· The proposal does not enhance the environment.

Councillors agreed with the comments made by the neighbour.  Councillor R Wright added that the proposed garage was located in front of the existing building line.

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor R Wright and RESOLVED to object to the planning application for the following reasons:-

· The proposed garage was located in front of the existing building line.  Due its 1½ storey height, the garage would be highly visible from the road;

· The proposed extension was very large and would impact on the neighbouring property, Sweep’s House.  It would cause a loss of light due to its close proximity and there would be a loss of amenity and an overbearing appearance;

· Any alterations to this property should include an application to provide a footpath in front of the site to allow pedestrians to continue to walk by footpath from White Cross to Churchtown.

6. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
The Chairman thanked everyone who attended the first painting day in the Playing Field.  About a third of the painting had taken place, but the dug outs were still in place.  It was suggested that another painting day takes place on Saturday 21 November at 10am, weather permitting.
A new sign had been purchased and installed on the vehicular gate to the Playing Field.

Mr Roger Smout thanked the Parish Council for their ongoing efforts.
(b)
Highways
Councillor Miss P Oates advised the meeting that the drains in the village had been cleared, apart from the drains located in White Cross.  The Clerk would contact the Highways Department.
The Clerk has chased the Highways Manager for an update on the amended signage at White Cross and the refurbishment of the finger post at Wheel Inn.
The Community Network Panel Meeting approved Cury’s scheme for an extension to the speed limit.  A time scale had not been provided, but work was progressing.  It was noted that the Community Network Panel has spent all of their highways funding for 2020 and 2021.

A member of the public who lives on the A3083 raised concerns over the speed of the traffic passing by the Wheel Inn area of Cury.  He also mentioned vehicles performing dangerous maneuvers after visiting the take away in the Old Post Office.  The Clerk agreed to make contact with the Highways Manager.

(c)
Public Rights of Way 
No issues raised.
(d) 
Public Open Spaces
The exact location of the granite stone would be agreed on Saturday 21 November 2020.
The Cemetery was in a good condition.

(e)
Emergency Plan

The Village Hall was closed until the New Year.  There was the possibility of holding first aid training in January, or using the Chapel instead.
(f)
Speed Limits
The Community Network Panel had voted to approve the extension to the speed limit through Nantithet.  The project was progressing, but there were no timescales given.
7.
Financial Matters 
(a) 
To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor R Wright, and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman would sign the Report.
It was suggested that a donation be made to the Helston and The Lizard Food bank from the Covid Grant.  The Clerk was asked to find out if families from Cury had used the service.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Richards and RESOLVED to donate £500 to the food bank if families from Cury had used it.
(b)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

None.
(c)
Other matters

None.
8.
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 13 January 2021
The format and location of the next meeting would be published in due course.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.27pm.
Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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