
Cury Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 08 October 2014 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman) 


Miss P Oates

R Curnow 
(Vice Chairman)

R Wright

P Ferris 





Cornwall Councillor Walter Sanger, Andrew O’Brien, Cornwall Council’s Affordable Housing Team Leader, and six members of the public were also in attendance.
1.
Apologies
Councillor A Murray had submitted his apologies to the meeting.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3. Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor Miss P Oates, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10 September 2014 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
4.
Planning
(a)
Planning Applications 
(i)  
PA14/08366 - Mr G Whitaker - Byghan Dre, Nantithet - To add a section of redundant land in the ownership of the applicant to the domestic curtilage of Byghan Dre


The Applicant attended the meeting and was willing to answer any questions.  No comments had been received from the public.


It was proposed by Councillor P Ferris, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to support this application.

(ii)
PA14/08863 – Mr R Lugg - Bos Skyber Cury Cross Lanes - The erection of a polytunnel measuring 30 foot in diameter and 60 feet in length with a highest point of 3.5 meters for the use of lambing sheep during the winter months
The Applicant attended the meeting and was willing to answer any questions.  No comments had been received from the public.


It was proposed by Councillor Miss P Oates, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to support this application.
(b)
To receive any Planning Decisions

None.
(c)
To discuss the Affordable Housing Need in Cury 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Andrew O’Brien, Affordable Housing Team Leader for Cornwall Council.

Andrew O’Brien explained the difference being the various affordable housing options.  Social Rented accommodation were the 
previously known as Council houses, although they had all been transferred to housing associations now.  Social rented housing cost approximately 60% of the market value to rent.  Affordable rented housing were built and provided by housing associations and cost approximately 80% of the market value to rent.  Intermediate housing was provided by developers or private individuals and could be rented or sold for approximately 80% of the market value for the area.  Cornwall Council have a duty to provide housing to households who can prove that they cannot afford open market costs.

The Affordable Housing Team Leader detailed the current housing stock in Cury, as accurately as he could.  It was thought that there were 103 owner occupied houses, 38 private rented, 21 social rented (Coastline Housing), 6 Intermediate sale, 30 second homes, 5 empty and 1 shared ownership.
In relation to the Homechoice Register, there were currently applicants 32 applicants in total that had a strong local connection to Cury. 4 in Band B, 8 in Band C, 3 in Band D and 17 in Band E.  There were no households in urgent need for housing in the Parish of Cury.  Mr O’Brien stated that each adult in every household could apply to be on the register, and people wishing to purchase a house were also encouraged to place their name on the Homechoice register.  A Help to Buy register, which dealt with the ability and eligibility to purchase a local needs house, also ran alongside the Homechoice register.  Councillor Sanger had been asked to interrogate the Homechoice register, and Andrew O’Brien was able to provide further information relating the applicants to the Parish Council.  He also stated that the numbers on the register were very similar to the numbers in 2009.
Mr O’Brien advised the meeting of the eligibility criteria required for obtaining a local needs dwelling.

The Chairman made enquiries regarding the planning permission that had been granted for four two-bedroomed flats at Gweal Wollas Fields.  The Parish Council had been advised by the developer that housing associations were not willing to take on the flats once they had been built out, even though the greatest need on the Housing Register was for one and two-bedroomed dwellings.  The Affordable Housing Team Leader suggested that the main reason for the flats not being constructed was due to the developer asking too much money for the land.  Typically, developers could expect a 15% profit from providing affordable housing.  Andrew O’Brien was keen to work with the developer and Parish Council to bring forward the four flats at Gweal Wollas Fields, and would discuss the viability of selling the flats to a housing association with the developer.

A discussion took place in relation to encouraging older couples out of larger, social rented accommodation into new, smaller bungalows to free up much needed housing stock.  Mr O’Brien was not aware of any schemes such as this in Cornwall.

Cornwall Council were able to assist with the compilation of a housing needs survey, should the Parish Council require that one was carried out to ascertain the need from people in the Parish and on the Homechoice register.  An electronic copy would be free of charge, but paper copies would attract a cost which would be required to be met by the Parish Council.

Andrew O’Brien left copies of the newly published ‘Bitesize’ guides to Affordable Housing with the meeting.  The Chairman thanked him for attending the meeting.
(d) 
To receive any further planning correspondence

None.

5.
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel – Election of a Councillor to sit on the Panel


The AGM would take place on Tuesday 28 October 2014 from 6.30pm at Helston School.  Each Parish Council had been asked to nominate a Councillor to sit on the Panel and vote on decisions.  It was suggested at Councillor A Murray be asked if he was willing to attend, and the Chairman said that he would if Councillor Murray was unable to.  The Clerk would attend.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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