
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 September 2018 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman)

R Curnow
(Vice Chairman) 

K Lightfoot

B Lugg




Miss P Oates

S Sugrue

R Wright

Clerk – Mrs S Folds

Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand was also in attendance.  No members of the public attended the meeting.
1.
Apologies

Councillor K Lightfoot was not in attendance for the first hour of the meeting.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

None.
4.
Minutes 
It was proposed by Councillor R Curnow, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 July 2018 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
5.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

Following reports that 4 Windy Ridge was to be sold by Coastline following the tenant leaving the property, the Clerk and Councillor K Lightfoot had contacted Coastline.  There was another family who lived in the village who were eligible for the property and Coastline changed their decision and gave the tenancy to the family.  Councillor K Lightfoot was thanked for his efforts in this successful outcome.
6.
Reports

(a)
Report from Cury School

The Clerk read the report received from Cury School.  There were concerns raised by some Councillors that the Head Teacher was not in attendance at the meeting and that there had been considerable staffing changes at the school.  
Councillor Miss P Oates had visited the school as Church Warden and was delighted with what she saw.  The staffing changes were explained.  A new Community Link Officer had been appointed and would be in touch with the Parish Council in the future.

Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed that the Governors of the School and the Academy Trust were the correct people to be watching over the school, not the Parish Council.  However, the numbers on the school roll should continue to be monitored and the Head Teacher and CEO of the Academy Trust would be invited to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

(b)
Report from Cornwall Councillor Julian Rand
Councillor J Rand advised the meeting that August had been quieter at Cornwall Council due to the recess.
He had attended a meeting of the CEO’s of all of the CORSERV companies.  Several of the companies were struggling to fill vacancies and apprenticeships and he was hoping to create a project with the Local Action Group and the Adult Education department to use funding to create a legacy from European Regional Development Funding which could fill the void.  As expected, European Funding would be affected by BREXIT and funding from the British Government was not guaranteed.

Full Council had sat that day and the main topic of debate had been the Boundary Commission’s recommendations for Cornwall.  Gweek had been put in with Mawnan, Constantine and Mabe.  Gweek had historically been linked with Helston and Councillor Rand was fighting to have it places in the South Helston Ward.

There were huge concerns over the proposed police merger of Devon and Cornwall with Dorset.  It was thought that council tax in Cornwall and Devon would rise by £18 per household due to the merger and that there was currently no business case.  Cornwall Council had not supported the move.

Councillor Rand felt that exception sites should contain 100% affordable housing.  Often, sites were being reduced to 50% due to open market housing being required to fund the affordable housing element.  He believed that if the figures didn’t add up, the schemes shouldn’t go ahead.

Once again, there were concerns over Neighbourhood Development Plans being ignored, Crantock Parish being the most recent case of the Planning Committee favouring Cornwall Council’s Local Plan over the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

There was a threat to art and drama studies in schools due to cuts in funding meaning that the core subjects were being focused on.  Fortunately, this was not the case at Mullion School.

Councillor Rand continued to meet and discuss the narrowness and unsuitable of Cornwall’s roads for the speed and size of the vehicle travelling along them.  The A3083 from Mainlay to the Lizard was a prime example.

(c)
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel

The next CNP meeting would be held on 3 October 2018 at Gweek Village Hall.  Councillor S Sugrue would be in attendance.  Councillor Rand advised the meeting that it would be planning based.
7. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
Councillor K Lightfoot arrived at the meeting. 

PA18/05313 - Mrs E West - Chez L'ouest, Cury - Proposed New Dwelling 
Following the decision made at the previous Parish Council Meeting when Councillors resolved to object to the application, the Planning Officer had contacted the Clerk to say that he was minded to support the application.  He had placed two additional conditions on the site as follows:-
· The annexe as detailed on approved drawing no: 1354C/04A on the first floor shall not be occupied at any time other than for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling hereby permitted.

· Within 3 months of the occupation of the dwelling hereby approved the existing caravan on the site shall be removed from the site and no other caravans shall subsequently be placed on the land outlined in red on the approved site layout and location plan notwithstanding the provision of Section 55 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
It was felt that the condition relating the removal of the caravan was not what the Parish Council, or the residents of Cury, wanted.  The caravan could be left on site indefinitely with the granting of the planning permission.  The building could be commenced but never finished and the extant permission would allow the caravan to remain.
It was proposed by Councillor R Curnow, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED with five votes to instruct the Clerk to contact the Planning Officer with the Enforcement Officer’s recommendation of restricting the use of the caravan on the land to a year or within a month of the substantial completion of the development, whichever is sooner. That condition would control the timescale as stated but would also try to expedite the development to completion as the occupant of the caravan only had a year to complete if they wished to live in the caravan on site.  If the Applicant breached the condition, Cornwall Council was in a stronger position to consider further action by way of a Breach of Condition Notice which does not provide the recipient with the right of appeal which can often drag matters on further.  Non-compliance with such a notice would go straight to Court action.  In the event that the Planning Officer would not agree to such a condition, the Parish Council would agree to disagree, reluctantly.

(b)
Planning Decisions

The Chairman read the following decisions:-
(i)
PA18/05292- Mr M Caton - Bochym Manor, Cury Cross Lanes - Replace existing inappropriate conservatory superstructure with new powder coated superstructure - Withdrawn

(ii) PA18/05293 – Mr M Caton - Bochym Manor, Cury Cross Lanes - Listed building consent application to replace existing inappropriate conservatory superstructure with new powder coated superstructure - Withdrawn

(c) 
Planning Correspondence
None.
8. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
Councillor B Lugg had met with companies to discuss proposals for new play equipment.  He was awaiting some final details before being in a position to circulate the proposals.  It had been suggested that the removal of the monkey bars would create a much larger area for the installation of the play equipment.  The Clerk would contact one other company to request a quote.
Campers had been moved on from the Playing Field by Councillor R Wright.

The keys had been returned from Mr Paul Parfitt for the changing rooms following the cessation of the use of the facilities for Porthleven Ladies Football Team.  

Mr Mark Tripp had commenced the cleaning down and painting of the changing rooms.

(b)
Highways
Residents of the Church Road area of Cury had requested the installation of a mirror at the exit of Church Road onto the main road.  Cornwall Council did not support the installation of mirrors for visibility purposes.
There were parking issues in and around White Cross during large scale events in the village hall.  The Village Hall Committee would be speaking to event organisers.

(c)
Public Rights of Way 
It was noted that Footpath 6, from Cury to Gunwalloe was now open.
Councillor Miss P Oates passed on her thanks to the farmer that cut back the Nanplough path.

(d) 
Public Open Spaces
Nick Syrett had removed the low horizontal branch which ran along the hedge.  
The Clerk had met with Robert Lawrence, Stone Mason, to discuss the leaning headstones in the cemetery.  He recommended making adjustments to two headstones.  The Parish Council agreed to this and the Clerk would ask him to undertake the work.
The brambles in the hedge on the village green required cutting back once the blackberry picking season was over.

(e)
Emergency Plan

First aid training would take place on 11 January 2019 in Cury Village Hall.
(f)
Projects for funding in the Village
Mrs Jenny Boaden had agreed to set up a Facebook page called “Cury Parish Notice Board” which could be used to share information online.
Councillor R Wright wanted to pull a team together to publish a bi-monthly newsletter which would be distributed by hand throughout the village.  A notice would be placed on the Facebook page and on the Parish Council Noticeboard.  This issue would be brought back to the November meeting.
(g)
Speed limits

The Highways Safety Officer had replied to Councillor R Wright’s email that day.  He stated that the houses in any area needed to be visible from the road, which was why Nantithet did not qualify for a reduction in the speed limit.  Councillor R Wright would respond to the Highways Safety Officer in due course.  It was noted that another road traffic accident had occurred on Gilly Hill within the past week.
9.
Amended Standing Orders
The Clerk had produced and circulated the draft amended Standing Orders.
It was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor K Lightfoot and RESOLVED to adopt the document.
10.
Financial Matters 
(a) 
To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor K Lightfoot, seconded by Councillor S Sugrue and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(b)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

A request for funding was received from the Helford River Children’s Sailing Trust.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to donate £150.00 to the organisation.
A thank you letter had been received from the Cornwall Air Ambulance.

(c)
Other matters

The Audit had been returned from External Auditors PKF Littlejohn LLP.  No issues had been raised during the Audit.
11.
Correspondence

None.
12.
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting 

None.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm.

Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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