
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 09 September 2015 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

R Curnow
(Chairman) 



B Lugg




Miss P Oates


R Wright



Clerk – Mrs S Folds

There was one member of the public in attendance.  
1.
Apologies

Councillors A Boaden, P Ferris and A Murray had submitted their apologies to the meeting.  Due to Councillor A Boaden’s absence, Vice Chairman Councillor R Curnow took the Chair.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

None.
4.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor Miss P Oates, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 08 July 2015 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
5.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

None.
6. 
Reports

(a)
Police Report

The Clerk read the Police Report received from PCSO Berry, as attached to these minutes.
(b)
Report from Cury School

The Clerk read the report from the School, as attached to these minutes.
(c)
Report from Cornwall Councillor W Sanger
Councillor W Sanger was not in attendance.
(d)
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel

Unfortunately Councillor R Wright had been unable to attend the Panel Meeting held on Wednesday 2 September 2015 due to last minute work commitments.  The Clerk was on holiday.  The Clerk would circulate any information that came her way by email regarding the Meeting.
7. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
(i)
PA15/06580 - Mr P Trezise - Antenna 3 Goonhilly Earth Station, Goonhilly Downs - Listed Building Consent for the treatment and replacement of corroded steel and the application of protective paint systems to the concrete and steel structures


There were no comments raised regarding this application.  It was proposed by Councillor R Curnow, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED to support the application.

(ii)
PA15/06895 – Ms J Sowden – 2 Gweal Wollas Fields – Proposed Extension

The Agent was in attendance to answer any questions that Councillors had.  There were no concerns over this application, and it was proposed by Councillor B Lugg, seconded by Councillor R Wright and RESOLVED to support this application.

(b)
Planning Decisions

(i)
PA15/05492 - Mr And Mrs J Slade - Barns 1-5 Nanfan Farm, Churchtown - Conversion of Barns to form Dwellings (Amended Design) and Proposed Games Room, Garage, Storage and Bat Provisions – Approved

The Parish Council has objected to this application following strong representations made by residents of the Churchtown area.  The Planning Officer sought to approve the application, and the Parish Council was asked to agree to disagree or force it to Planning Committee.  It was agreed to force it to Planning Committee, but due to the Planning Protocol, that has to be supported by the Local Ward Member.  Cornwall Councillor W Sanger had liaised with the Planning Officer and thought that there was no strong reason to refuse the application, as the site already benefited from an extant permission for conversion to dwellings.  The permission was therefore granted under delegated powers. 

(ii)
PA15/05992 - Mrs Alice Harry - Little Barn A3083 Between Mainlay And Skyburriowe Lane Polwin - Single Storey extension to provide additional living/dining space with new entrance porch – Approved
This application had not been discussed by the Parish Council due to timeliness issues with the Planning Officer validating the application and sending it to the Parish Council for consultation.  Furthermore, a lengthy delay had occurred when the Clerk had requested an extension of time for consultation, which was not granted and the time required to call an Extraordinary meeting had lapsed.
(c) 
Planning Correspondence
The move to paperless planning had been delayed until 1 January 2016 due to outrage from the Parish and Town Councils over the proposals.  A training plan would be set up for Councils to attend to learn how to use electronic planning and some funding would be made available to purchase equipment or pay for Clerks wages in an attempt by Cornwall Council to help towards the changeover.
A copy of a petition and objections to the planning application for Nanfan Farm had been received by the Clerk after the July Parish Council meeting.  Their views that were raised at the Parish Council meeting were submitted in that document to the Planning Officer.  As noted above, the permission has since been granted.

(d)
Housing Needs Survey
The Clerk had received notification from the Affordable Housing Officer advising her that he had made an error on the return date printed on the letters to the Homechoice Register Applicants.  This further delay meant that the Survey had not been received in time for the meeting, and it was agreed to place this item for discussion on the November agenda.  If an extraordinary meeting was required before then and the report had been received, we would discuss the result then.
(e)
Concerns regarding communication with the Planning Department
Councillor R Wright had asked for this item to be placed in the agenda.  He had serious concerns over the operation within the Planning Department at Cornwall Council.  Three separate incidents had occurred recently which had left the Parish Council with very little faith in the system.  The first was in relation to the Parish Council’s Friendly Link Officer leaving the Council and the Parish Council not being informed.  When asked who the new Officer was, Cornwall Council took 11 weeks to reply to the emails and only answered then once the Head of Service became involved.  The arrogant way that the paperless planning was thrust upon Parish and Town Council was another serious concern which showed a complete disregard for Councils and was far removed from the ‘Localism agenda’ that was supposed to be in place.  The most recent issue was regarding the timeliness of a planning application sent to the Parish Council for consultation.  There was a long delay with the Planning Officer validating the application and sending it to the Parish Council for consultation.  Furthermore, a lengthy delay had occurred when the Clerk had requested an extension of time for the Parish Councils response, which was not granted and the time required to call an Extraordinary meeting had lapsed.
It was felt that the Planning Department was in a state of disarray and was not fit to deliver the service required, possibly because of funding cuts and a shortage of staff due to ongoing redundancies.  The Clerk was asked to send a strongly worded letter to Cornwall Councillor W Sanger stating the problems listed above.
One member of the public left the meeting.
8. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
The Clerk had obtained a quote from a previous contractor for the replacement of the rotten wooden parts of the climbing frame, and for the treatment of all the wooden apparatus in the Park.  Councillor B Lugg had been unable to obtain a further quote from his contact due to the relevant insurance not being in place.  The Clerk suggested using the Probation Service to undertake the treatment of the wooden apparatus, although the materials and some labour costs would still need to be purchased.
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED to instruct Tresidder Fencing to undertake the work they had quoted for.  Councillor B Lugg would oversee the work.

(b)
Highways
Following a large number of the public attended the July meeting to voice their concern over the one way system being used incorrectly, a site meeting with the Highways Officer had been arranged.  Members of the public raised issues such as speeding and vehicles having little regard for the junction, as well as larger vehicles using the one way system the wrong way.  It was suggested that vehicles using the one way system should be attended by someone stopping the oncoming traffic from the entrance to the one way system, and that unattended exits should be reported to the Police immediately.  The Highways Safety Officer would see if funding was available for placing a speed monitor on the road.  Concern regarding overgrown verges was also mentioned, and it was suggested that local residents maintained the verges outside of their properties to increase their visibility when entering and exiting their drives.

The village had recently been resurfaced.  Two potholes were still causing problems, one on Gylly Hill and another outside of Skewes Farm.  The Clerk would report them to the Highways Department at Cornwall Council.

The van that was located on the highway outside of Nantithet Bungalow was out of tax at the end of October.  As it had not moved for several months and had a smashed wing mirror, it probably didn’t have a current MOT either.  The Clerk was asked to report the van soon after the tax expired and to contact PCSO Berry to ascertain whether the vehicle was insured to be used on a public highway.
(c)
Public Rights of Way 
Footpaths in and around the Parish had received positive comments from walkers over the summer months.  The Footpath Contractor had done a great job.
The School had put a huge amount of effort into designing posters for the Dog Fouling Awareness Campaign.  The Clerk and her eldest daughter had had great fun choosing a winner from KS1 and KS2 and had presented both with goody bags plus sweets for all entrants.  Some posters had been displayed around the village, and Councillors were asked to take some to display in their areas.  It was suggested that Mrs Smith at Transingove Farm should be sent some posters to display as it was her idea to get the School involved.

(d) 
Public Open Spaces
The hedges at the rear of the cemetery required some trimming back.  The Clerk would ask the Grounds Maintenance contractor to undertake this work.  If he was unable to with his equipment, she would find another company.
9.
Financial Matters 

(a) 
To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor B Lugg, seconded by Councillor R Wright and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(b)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

None received.
(c)
Audit 2015

The Clerk advised the meeting that she has received the completed Audit from Grant Thornton.
(d)
Other matters

Draft amendments to the Standing Orders relating to public speaking had been circulated by the Clerk.  A discussion took place regarding allowing members of the public to speak in relation to planning items, but it had to be made clear to members of the public that it was a meeting of the Parish Council and that interruptions would not be allowed.  It was suggested that extracts from the Standing Orders could be placed on the public seating and that the Chairman could read the extract out loud to the meeting at the beginning of public speaking time.  The Clerk would redraft the amendment and circulate it to Councillors before the November meeting at which it could be adopted.
10.
Correspondence

None.
11. 
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting 

To adopt the amended Standing Orders of the Council.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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