
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 November 2015 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman)

R Curnow
(Vice Chairman) 

P Ferris


B Lugg




Miss P Oates


R Wright



Clerk – Mrs S Folds

There were no members of the public in attendance.  
1.
Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor A Murray due to being in bad health.  

The Clerk advised the meeting that Councillor A Murray had been absent from Parish Council meetings for over six months, since March 2015.  Legislation states that “if a member fails throughout six consecutive months to attend any meetings of the council or of its committees or sub-committees of which he is a member, he ceases automatically to be a member of the council unless he has a ‘statutory excuse’ or his failure is due to a reason approved by the Council”.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor P Ferris and RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to write a formal letter to Councillor Murray regarding his persistent absence.  If he was unable to attend the next Parish Council meeting, his position on the Council would cease and a vacancy would be declared.
2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

The Chairman gave his apologies for not attending the previous meeting due to work commitments.
4.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor R Curnow
, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 09 September 2015 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
5.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

None.
6. 
Reports

(a)
Police Report

The Chairman read the Police Report received from PCSO Berry, as attached to these minutes.
(b)
Report from Cury School

No report had been received from the School.  The chairman suggested that the clerk should send Calendar of Meetings to the Head teacher and invite her to attend a Parish Council meeting in the New Year.  It was reported that there had been a significant increase in the number of children on the school roll and that improvements were being made in light of the last Ofsted report.  It would be nice to congratulate the Head teacher in person for her achievements.
(c)
Report from Cornwall Councillor W Sanger
Councillor W Sanger had sent his apologies to the Clerk last this afternoon.  It was noted that he had not been in attendance at a Parish Council meeting since May.  The Clerk would make contact with Councillor Sanger if he did not attend the January meeting of the Parish Council.
(d)
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel

The next Community Network Panel Meeting would take place on Wednesday 2 December 2015 at 6pm in Cury Village Hall.  Councillor A Murray was the nominated Parish representative with voting powers.  The Clerk would also attend.
7. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
(i)
PA15/09228 - Mr & Mrs Andrew Stott - 2 Parknoweth, Churchtown - Proposed replacement roof covering, conversion of part of loft space to form habitable accommodation and construction of a dormer window extension

No comments were made on this application.  It was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor P Ferris and RESOLVED to support this application.

(b)
Planning Decisions

The Chairman read the Planning Decisions received from Cornwall Council:-

(i)
PA15/06895 – Ms J Sowden – 2 Gweal Wollas Fields – Proposed Extension - Approved 
(ii)
PA15/08709 - Mr J Richards - Millewarne Farm - Formation of agricultural building - Approved

(c) 
Paperless Planning Update

Cornwall Council would cease to send paper copies of planning applications on 1 April 2016.  The Clerk had written a report on the various options available to the Parish Council, which had previously been circulated.  All of the planning documents would need to be downloaded from the Cornwall Council website to a device prior to the Parish Council meetings which took a considerable amount of time to sort into a viewable format.  A grant of £700.00 had been received from Cornwall Council to spend on equipment, training for councillors and staff or an increase in the Clerks salary.  The Chapel was happy to store a projector, and the Clerk would keep the laptop with her as it would be needed to download the documents onto.

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to instruct the Clerk to purchase a laptop, projector and associated accessories to allow the Parish Council to view planning applications electronically.  The Clerk was asked to find the best value equipment which was suitable for the task.  

The Clerk suggested that the Parish Council should have an alternative way of paying for expensive items (such as the computer equipment).  She was not happy to pay £750 upfront and wait two months to be reimbursed.  Councillor R Wright said that he would pay on his credit card and be reimbursed at the next meeting.  The Clerk felt that the Parish Council needed to be more professional in its ability to pay, as best value products were often found online, and suggested a debit card for the current account.  The Chairman was reluctant to authorise a debit card as there was the possibility of fraud over which the Councillors would have no control (unlike the cheques which required two signatures).  The Clerk was asked to contact Lloyds Bank to see if there was a way of holding a card for online purchases which met the security needs of the Parish Council and its Financial Regulations.
The Clerk was also asked to request that Cornwall Council found a solution to the problem of downloading the numerous planning documents under each application.


(d) 
Planning Correspondence
None received.

(e)
Housing Needs Survey
The completed Housing Needs Survey had now been received from Cornwall Council.  In summary, it showed that there was a need for approximately 4 affordable homes in a mix of 1, 2 and 3 bed accommodation in a mix of affordable tenures to both rent and buy.
Councillor R Wright questioned the need for community engagement and consultation and how that would take place.  It was assumed that this work would be developer led and would take place prior to a planning application being submitted.

8. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
The Clerk had now received the paperwork, bank details and keys from the former Football Club Manager.  The funds from the Football Clubs bank account had been transferred to the Parish Council account, and would remain there until a new Club was formed.

(b)
Highways
It was noted that the van located outside of Nantithet Bungalow had now move.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department to ask that the hedges either side of the property were tidied and that the missing area of fresh tarmac under the van was now finished.

(c)
Public Rights of Way 
Concern was raised over residents exercising their dogs in fields which public footpaths ran through.  Dog owners were not keeping to the footpaths, and were simply standing at the field gate and throwing the ball to exercise the dogs.  This was happening in (amongst other places) the field beside the Village Hall from the gateway leading to the field from the car park.  Footpath 3 ran across the northern most part of this field, nowhere near the village hall car park.  The Clerk would ask the advice of the Countryside Officer and Dog Warden, and the Landowner would endeavour to make contact with the dog owner if he witnessed an incident.
(d) 
Public Open Spaces
Mr Ronal Williams (previous resident in the Parish) had pre-purchase a plot in the Cemetery.  His parents were laid to rest in the older part of the Cemetery.

The telephone box had been repainted by a member of the WI during their tidying up of the area.  The receipt for the paint had been produced at the meeting, and would be paid.
9.
Financial Matters 
(a) 
To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor P Ferris, seconded by Councillor R Curnow and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(b)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

None received.
(c)
Other matters

The Clerk and Councillor R Wright were in the process of completing a grant application form for the Community Emergency Plan.  The Chairman had signed the form, and it would be submitted once Councillor R Wright had advised the Clerk on how the grant money would be used to support the Emergency Plan.  It was thought that hi-visibility vests could be purchased for each role within the plan, i.e. ‘Coordinator’, etc.

10.
Amendment to Standing Orders – Public Speaking

The Clerk had circulated an amendment to the Standing Orders regarding public speaking.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor R Wright and RESOLVED to adopt the amended Standing Orders.  The Clerk would produce laminated signs of the public speaking extract to place on chairs within the public gallery.

11.
Correspondence

New legislation stated that the Clerk could send the agenda and minutes electronically.  This was previously not allowed.  It was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to continue to receive the documents by hard copy.
12. 
Meeting Dates 2016

The Calendar of Meetings for 2016 was agreed.
13.
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting 

Emergency Plan.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm.

Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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